
Dear Neighbor,

Pennsylvania’s parents and guardians will soon be 
able to claim a new state child care tax credit. 
The new state program – established by the 2022-23 
state budget and modeled after the existing federal 
program – will benefit working families with children 
in daycare who already qualify for the federal 
program. The state credit is for 30% of the federally 
approved expense. 
Filers in households earning more than $43,000 
could be eligible for $180 (for one child) or $360 
(for two or more children), while filers in households 
earning less than $43,000 could be eligible for $315 
(for one child) or $630 (for two or more children).
Pennsylvania parents and guardians will be able to 
claim the new tax credit beginning in 2023. 
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A look at the new state 
child care tax credit

State offers free motorcycle 
safety classes
The state Department of Transportation is reminding bikers of all skill 
levels that the department offers free safety training classes through 
the Pennsylvania Motorcycle Safety Program. 
There are basic, intermediate, and advanced courses, as well as 
a three-wheel basic course. Successfully completing a basic or 
intermediate course waives the requirement to take a skills test 
at a PennDOT Driver License Center and automatically earns a 
permit holder their motorcycle license. These classes can be a good 
refresher even for more-experienced riders. 
To learn more, visit www.penndot.gov and enter “motorcycle safety” 
into the search bar.

With fall just around the corner, I want to catch you up on some 
new programs, funding, and legislation that should keep our 
community safer, help ease the burden on working families, and 
improve quality of life for seniors.
In the pages that follow, you’ll read about the new state child care 
tax credit for working families, additional funding to bolster early 
education, details about a one-time bonus under the Property Tax/
Rent Rebate Program, and more.
Please remember that my talented staff and I are committed to 
helping you navigate all the programs and services the state has 
to offer. 
Whether you need help obtaining state forms, filing applications, or 
resolving state-related questions or problems, we can help!  Stop 
by my New Castle Office in the Z-Penn Building, located at 20 S. 
Mercer St., or call us at (724) 656-1112. We’re here for you! 

I was proud to join ABATE members at the Lawrence 
County Government Center. The group’s powerful 
advocacy has brought greater awareness about 
motorcycle safety!

Stronger protections in place for tipped workers 
Pennsylvania’s tipped workers are receiving new wage protections. New rules that took effect this summer increase the 
amount in tips an employee must receive monthly before their employer can reduce their hourly wage. 

The new rules also prohibit employers from deducting credit card processing fees from an employee’s tip, require employers 
to clarify that automatic service charges are not gratuities, and add other protections.

For a comprehensive list of new protections, visit www.dli.pa.gov and enter “OT and Tipped Worker Rules” into the search bar.

It was inspiring to see so many in our community turn out for the 9/11 
20th Anniversary 5-K Run in Pulaski Twp. to honor first responders!

A boost for early education 
We recently secured more than $3 million to bolster 
Lawrence County early education programs, including 
more than $2.2 million for county Head Start programs and 
another $800,000 for area Pre-K Counts programs. 
The funding is going to increase the number of Pre-K 
Counts slots available for children in our district and ensure 
that Head Start programs have the funds needed  
to continue operating despite increased expenses. 
It’s hard to overstate the importance of early learning 
programs and the related nutrition, health, and socialization 
benefits they provide. Decades of studies show that kids 
who have access to these programs are much more likely 
to succeed in life.



I love getting out in our community and seeing 
the good spirits, camaraderie, and community 
mindedness that unite us.

The Duca Degli Abruzzi Annual Picnic is always filled 
with great company and lively conversation!

Volunteers for VFW Post 315’s fundraising dinners always work  
so hard to make those events a success!

It was wonderful spending time with members of the 
Bessemer Croatian Club at the club’s annual picnic!

In June, I presented a PA House of Representatives 
Citation to the amazing Lawrence County Brass 
Band honoring their 37 years of dedicated service to 
Lawrence and Mercer counties! 

The talented Wilmington Silks dance line helped make the New 
Bedford Annual Memorial Weekend Parade a dazzling success!

I was so proud of all the community-minded New Castle students 
who volunteered at the Empty Bowls Fundraiser! 

There was a great turnout for the annual Lawrence County Youth  
Field Day at the Coachman Club!

Fixing the fireworks law
Newly enacted legislation will bring some commonsense 
restrictions to consumer fireworks use. Under the new 
law, municipalities have the authority to restrict the use 
of fireworks to between 10 p.m. and 10 a.m., except from 
July 2-4 and Dec. 31, when they can be used until 1 a.m. 
the following morning. (Fireworks are also permitted over 
the Memorial and Labor Day weekends.) 
There are also stronger penalties for improper sales or 
illegal use of consumer fireworks.
Perhaps most important, the law gives local governments 
the power to ban fireworks in situations where they cannot 
be used in compliance with existing rules, including rules 
prohibiting their use within 150 feet of buildings.

Bonus rebates coming under the 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program 
One-time bonus rebates under the Property Tax/Rent 
Rebate Program are coming to applicants who are eligible 
for a regular rebate on property taxes or rent paid in 2021.
The bonus rebate will be equal to 70% of the applicant’s 
regular rebate. For example, an applicant who received a 
regular rebate of $500 can expect to see a bonus rebate 
of $350. 
Applicants who have already received their regular rebate 
do not need to do anything to receive the bonus rebate, 
which will be sent via the same method – direct deposit or 
check – used to deliver the regular rebate.
For eligible residents who have not yet filed for their 
standard rebate, it’s not too late to apply. The deadline 
has been extended to Dec. 31. Residents can apply 
online by visiting www.revenue.pa.gov and scrolling down 
to the “My Path” link. My office can also help with the 
application process! 

Dialing 988 offers quicker connection 
to crisis services
Pennsylvanians in crisis will have easier access to help, 
thanks to a new three-digit dialing code. Dialing 988 will 
link callers directly to trained counselors who are part of 
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. Veterans can 
reach the Veterans Crisis Line by dialing 988 and then 
pressing “1.” All counseling is free, confidential, and 
available on a 24/7 basis. 
In addition to the new 3-digit code, the current Lifeline 
phone number (1-800-273-8255) remains active. 

New law will strengthen fire safety 
for kids in child care 
A new law I supported will improve fire safety in family 
child care homes by adding a number of requirements. 
Among other things, these homes must have smoke 
alarms on every floor that are interconnected via 
hardware, Bluetooth, or other means; a portable fire 
extinguisher for class B fires in cooking areas; and exits 
that comply with state regulations. 

Around the district State program can provide mortgage help
Residents who are behind on their mortgage because of 
pandemic-related hardship may be eligible for the Pennsylvania 
Homeowner Assistance Fund. The program can provide 
eligible households with up to $30,000 in assistance, including 
mortgage reinstatement, forward mortgage payment, property 
charges, and delinquent utilities. 
The program is available to homeowners who have a 
household income equal to or less than 150% of the area 
median income and who meet several other requirements.
To learn more and apply, visit www.pahaf.org or call PHFA toll 
free at 1-855-U-Are-Home. 

Fighting overdose deaths
This summer, the House passed legislation to legalize test 
strips that can detect fentanyl and other potentially lethal 
chemicals in drugs. I voted for the bill, which would remove 
the strips from being classified as illegal paraphernalia, 
because access to this critical tool can help prevent 
overdose deaths.
As of this writing, the bill is in the state Senate Judiciary 
Committee.

Smoothing the professional 
path for military members 
As Democratic chairman of the House 
Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness 
Committee, I know that transitioning from 
the military to the civilian workplace can 
be challenging for service members, and 
professional licensing is no exception. 
Fortunately, the path to a professional license should become 
smoother after the passage of a new law I introduced with 
several colleagues.
The legislation – which passed with unanimous, bipartisan 
support – will help ensure that an applicant’s military 
experience is properly considered when making qualification 
determinations and that specific guidelines are used to help 
translate military experience into civilian licensing requirements.
In addition, under the new law: 
 Licensure fees will be waived for military applicants.
 Military applicants will have up to six months to complete 

continuing education requirements following deployment.
 Service members and spouses who are deployed when a 

license is due for renewal will have the option to submit their 
application before deployment (and the PA Department of State 
will hold it until the renewal window opens).
 There will be expedited application review for veterans and 

military spouses and initial licensure fee waivers for military 
spouses relocating to Pennsylvania.

New law establishes newborn screening for serious virus
A new law establishes newborn screenings for cytomegalovirus – the most common infection affecting newborns in the 
United States. The virus is the leading non-genetic cause of childhood hearing loss and can also cause developmental 
delays. 

Under the new law, care providers must provide parents or guardians of newborns with information about CMV and offer 
a screening or referral within 21 days if the baby fails the initial newborn hearing screening. The testing can be critical 
because most babies born with the virus are asymptomatic at birth. Without testing, the critical treatment window for 
preserving hearing and preventing other developmental delays can be lost.
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